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Why Wordnet?

• Low hanging fruit

• Many languages

• Concept linked

• Open data

• Frequently the result of human review

• Linked to many other projects



Why not Wordnet?

• English as the center of gravity
• Many languages are computationally 

inferred
• Inconsistent composition of 

“Wordnets”
• First approximations vs. considered 

lexicography
• Poor English definitions
• Frozen data
• Canonical forms only, and definitions 

occasionally
• Extraneous terms (especially names)
• Missing terms from concept set
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علىحكم .evaluated; 2 ,ثمّن .1 , judged; 3. قارب, compared; 4. 

رأياكان .price; 5 ,ثمن , had an idea about; 6. قضائياحكم , 

verdict; 7. ّقيم, evaluated; 8. قدر, considered; 9. تبأر, 

focused; 10. فصل, separated; 11. خمن, guessed; 12. ََن  ,خَمَّ

quantified; 13. حزر, guessed; 14. قوم, measured; 15. استنتج, 

concluded; 16. قاس, measured; 17. ماشىءسعةعين , set 

capacity of; 18. ظن, doubted; 19. قدّر, evaluated; 20. حاكم, 

put to trial

1. 見立てる to judge or diagnose [kanji for see and stand 

up] (make a visual estimation such as a physical exam, or 

take measurements for clothing); 2. 見積る, 3. 見積もる
to estimate [kanji for see and stack] (predict price and 

time for a job); 4. 予算+する, 5. 予算 to estimate or 

budget [kanji for calculate and beforehand] (calculate 

anticipated expenses); 6. 目算, 7. 目算+する to estimate 

[kanji for calculate and look] (an inexact number such as 

ml in a cup or remaining moves in Go); 8. 積もる, 9. 積
る to estimate [kanji for stack] (uncountable things such 

as snow or emotions); 10. 推算, 11. 推算+する
estimation [kanji for calculate and guess] (less-knowable 

or unknowable things such as a coin flip, the size of a 

crowd, or evaluation of a crime scene)
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Articulated

Masculine singular copil copilul

Masculine plural copii copiii

Feminine singular copilă copila

Feminine plural copile copilele
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Wordnet and the Crowd

• Untreated languages
• Starting from scratch

• Starting with non-Wordnet datasets (DUCKS)

• Any language with a sufficient crowd

• Poorly-treated languages

• Well-treated languages



Wordnet and the Crowd

• Untreated languages

• Poorly-treated languages
• 4,476 (dan) → 117,659 (PWN) = 3.8%

• Merge with other datasets (DUCKS)

• Well-treated languages



Wordnet and the Crowd

• Untreated languages

• Poorly-treated languages

• Well-treated languages
• Error detection

• From synset alignment to 
term alignment

• Language A  → B validation

• Additional monolingual data



What the Crowd can Give

• Warnings

• Terms

• Definitions

• Usage examples

• Inflections

• Alignment

• Grouping and ranking

• Unknown indigenous terms

• Prioritization
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What the Crowd can Give

• Warnings

• Terms

• Definitions

• Usage examples

• Inflections

• Alignment

• Grouping and ranking

• Unknown indigenous terms

• Prioritization

 from log files (frequent null searches)
 from SlowBrew (user translation texts)
 from Visual Dictionary
 from corpus (tagging games)
 from DUCKS (non-Wordnet datasets)
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